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Introduction 

Citizens of Columbia and Boone County have a long history of public support and personal giving 
related to the health and human service needs of Mid-Missouri. Monitoring these needs enables 
us to respond on both a collective and individual basis.  

Periodically assessing health and human service needs provides a critical tool for working 
together to ensure quality of life for all citizens and to improve lives of those in need. The best 
measure of any community is how it cares for the most vulnerable in our society.  

The Boone County Indicators Report provides a snapshot of important health and human service 
indicators that will be monitored on an annual basis as one method of taking the pulse of our 
community. These indicators are designed to be used as a tool to help determine how our 
community can best respond to these needs.  

This list is a work-in-progress and may be modified in future years. Links to more in-depth data 
and information (as available) have also been provided for those who wish to have a more 
thorough knowledge in a particular area.  
The Boone County Indicators Committee welcomes your input on the criteria that were selected 
and additional data resources that may be referenced or linked to this report.  

Selection Criteria 

The following selection criteria were developed by the Boone County Indicators Committee. 
Indicators were chosen that met all or most of the criteria.  

Important/Meaningful Valid/Reliable Geographic Comparisons 

Timely Understandable 

Facilitates the Establishment and Evaluation of Policy Decisions 

 
Complete description of the selection criteria  

Boone County Indicators Committee 

The planning committee for this annual report is composed of representatives from public and 
private organizations with key knowledge about health and human service issues in our 
community.  
Mission and Objectives  
Committee members  

Acknowledgements 
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groups in our community. We particularly wish to thank the staff from the Office of Social and 
Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA) at the University of Missouri-Columbia for their great 
assistance in compiling and formatting the data and for creating the web version of this report.  
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Aging - Seniors 
Senior population 65 and over by age and sex  

Definition: Number and percent of Boone County and Missouri population 65 and over and 85 
and over by male and female. 

Rationale: The statistic meets most Boone County Indicators criteria and provides a 
demographic statistic in both numbers and percent showing the extent of seniors in Boone 
County. 

Data Source: Table 2a. Projected Population of the United States, by Age and Sex: 2000 to 
2050., “U.S. Interim Projections by Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin,” U.S. Census Bureau, 
2005  
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Aging - Seniors 
Supplemental security income payments as a percent of total personal 
income and personal net worth per capita of persons age 65 and over  

Definition: SSI payments as a percent of total personal income of Boone County and Missouri 
residents age 65 and over, and crude estimate of personal net income per capita. 

Rationale: The statistic meets most of Boone County Indicators criteria and provides a trend 
measurement of older persons in the county and state that receive SSI payments, and an overall 
estimate of personal net worth. 

Data Source: Research and Evaluation, Missouri Department of Social Services  
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Aging - Seniors 
Senior population 65 and over by participation in the workforce and 
average monthly earnings  

Definition: Number and percent of Boone County and Missouri residents age 65 and over in the 
workforce and average monthly earnings. 

Rationale: The statistic meets most of Boone County Indicators criteria and provides a trend 
measurement of older persons in the county and state that continue to be gainfully employed 
after age 65. 

Data Source: The Longitudinal Employer –Households Dynamic Program, Missouri Economic 
Research and Information Center, Missouri Department of Economic Development  
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Aging - Seniors 
Diabetes and heart hospitalizations (including emergency room visits) of 
persons 65 and over  

Definition: Number and percent of Boone County and Missouri residents age 65 and over 
hospitalized for diabetes or heart conditions. 

Rationale: The statistic meets most of Boone County Indicators criteria and provides a trend 
measurement of older persons in the county and state who have been hospitalized and/or who 
visited an emergency room for diabetes or a heart condition. 

Data Source: Data, Surveillance Systems, and Statistical Reports, Missouri Department of 
Health and Senior Services  
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Aging - Seniors 
Medicaid claims and cost for persons age 65 and over receiving in-home 
services or for living in nursing homes  

Definition: Medicaid claims for persons 65 and over in Boone County and Missouri who received 
in-home services or who lived in a nursing home; total Medicaid costs for long term care services 
per 1,000 population in Missouri and in Boone County; and average Medicaid costs for persons 
age 65 and over in the state and county. 
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Rationale: The statistic meets most of Boone County Indicators criteria and provides a trend 
measurement of older persons in the county and state who have received Medicaid in-home or 
nursing home services. 

Data Source: Section for Long-Term Care, Division of Regulation and Licensure, Missouri 
Department of Health and Senior Services  

=  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Special Populations 
Number of elderly Medicaid recipients  

Definition: The total number of Boone County Medicaid recipients age 65 and older during the 
month of December.  
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Rationale: This statistic meets all criteria and demonstrates the number of elderly (age 65 and 
older) who are low-income and need state assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data Source: Department of Health and Senior Services Missouri Information for Community 
Assessment (MICA) http://www.dhss.mo.gov/MedicaidMICA/indexcounty.html.  
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Basic Needs 
Families/Individuals served by the Central Missouri Food Bank (Monthly 
Count).  

Definition: Total number of families/individuals obtaining food from the Central Missouri Food 
Bank in an average month. 

Rationale: This statistic meets most Boone County Indicators criteria and helps to generally 
illustrate the pervasiveness of hunger in Boone County. 

Data Source: Central Missouri Food Bank.  
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Basic Needs  
Families/Individuals receiving food stamps.  

Definition: The percentage of families/individuals enrolled in the food stamp program in Boone 
County.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most Boone County Indicators criteria and demonstrates the 
number of families/individuals whose income does not fully provide for basic needs. 

Data Source: Division of Family Services.  
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Basic Needs  
Fair Market Rent and Utility Expenses on a 3-bedroom rental unit (house or 
apartment)  

Definition: The Fair Market rent on an average 3-bedroom rental unit (house or apartment) as 
subsidized through the HUD Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program. This represents the 
HUD calculation of the Fair Market Rent for a 3-bedroom rental unit (house or apartment) that are 
priced at 40% level of the current 3-bedroom units available on the market during the given year.  

Utility allowances are an estimate of utility costs for a family of moderate income with moderate 
energy consumption. Local energy prices, the specific type of housing and appliances used are 
taken into account when making the calculation.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most Boone County Indicators criteria and shows the burden of 
high rent and utility costs on low-income families. 

Data Source: Data Source: The Housing Authority of the City of Columbia’s Section 8 Housing 
Choice Voucher Program. The Fair Market Rent is determined on an annual basis by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development for the Metropolitan Statistical Area that includes 
the City of Columbia, Missouri. Utility allowances are calculated annually based on local energy 
prices costs, the specific type of housing and appliances used.  

 

 



 14 

 
 
 
 

 

Basic Needs  
Median price of a new home and of all homes sold in the Columbia Public 
School District and Boone County 

Definition: The median price of all new homes sold and the median price of all homes sold within 
the Columbia Public School District for the given year.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most Boone County Indicators criteria and shows the burden of 
high housing costs on low-income families. 

Data Source: Columbia Board of Realtors  
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Basic Needs  
Persons Below Poverty  

Definition: The percentage of families/individuals below the Census Bureau©s poverty threshold. 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/povdef.html  

Rationale: This statistic meets most Boone County Indicators criteria and demonstrates the 
number of families/individuals whose income does not fully provide for basic needs. 

Data Source: 2005 American Community Survey; 2000 Census.  
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Children and Families 
Number of Births to Teens, ages 15-19 (per 1000)  

Definition: Number of live births to girls ages 15 to 19. The rate is expressed per 1,000 girls of 
that age group.  

 

Rationale: The risk factor meets all the criteria and can be generated for comparisons on the 
county, state, and national levels. This statistic is also in the Kids Count databook and can be 
tracked nationally via United Way©s State of Caring Index. It often is correlated to other 
community concerns such as school graduation/drop-outs, children at risk of abuse, children in 
poverty, etc. 

 

Data Source: Missouri Department of Health http://www.dhss.mo.gov.; Missouri Office of 
Administration http://www.oa.mo.gov, Division of Budget and Planning http://www.oa.mo.gov/bp/  
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Children and Families 
Number of Child Abuse and Neglect Victims 

Definition: The number of child abuse victims from reports classified as "probable cause". 
Probable cause can mean the child is receiving a family assessment because of suspicion of 
abuse or that child abuse or neglect has occurred. The rate is expressed per 1,000 children.  

 

Rationale: A key indicator of child/family well-being. This benchmark meets most Boone County 
Indicators criteria. Because prevention efforts are organized, this benchmark is important to track 
over time. 

 

Data Source: Missouri Department of Social Services http://www.dss.mo.gov; United States 
Department of Commerce http://www.commerce.gov, Bureau of the Census www.census.gov, 
Missouri Office of Administration http://www.oa.mo.gov, Division of Budget and Planning 
www.oa.mo.gov/bp/.  
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Children and Families 
Percent of Children Enrolled in MC+/Medicaid 

 

Definition: The average monthly percentage of children under 18 who have applied for and have 
been certified eligible for participation in the Medicaid program, either through MC+ managed 
care or through traditional fee-for-service providers.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most selection criteria and correlates with other benchmarks and 
at-risk factors for child/family well-being, poverty and prevention services. 

 

Data Source: Missouri Department of Social Services http://www.dss.mo.gov; United States 
Department of Commerce http://www.commerce.gov, Bureau of the Census www.census.gov, 
Missouri Office of Administration http://www.oa.mo.gov, Division of Budget and Planning 
www.oa.mo.gov/bp/.  
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Children and Families 
Parents as Teachers Participation  

Definition: The number and percentage of the target group of children age 0-3 years who are 
enrolled in the Columbia Public School District’s Parents as Teachers Program. The local district 
percentage can be compared with other districts in Boone County, statewide and nationally.  

Rationale: Parents as Teachers participation is a predictor of school readiness and later school 
success. This indicator meets all criteria. 

Data Source: Missouri Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education 
http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/fedprog/earlychild/ECDA/PAT_INDEX.htm  

 

Parents as Teachers Participation of Children of Low Income 

Definition: The percentage of the target group of children age 0-3 years who are enrolled in the 
Columbia Public School District’s Parents as Teachers Program and who also qualify for free or 
reduced lunch.  

Rationale: Parents as Teachers participation is a predictor of school readiness and later school 
success.  

Data Source: Columbia Public Schools 
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Children and Families 
Number of children receiving subsidized child care  

Definition: The average monthly number of children receiving subsidized child care.  

 

  
 

Rationale: Poverty is the most important factor associated with an early childhood achievement 
gap. Children from disadvantaged backgrounds lag behind their more advantaged peers and 
often remain behind throughout their K-12 experience.  

Data Source: Kids Count Data Book 
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Health and Mental Health 
Untreated/Uncontrolled Diabetes Mellitus.  

Definition:Combined rates of emergency room visits and inpatient hospitalizations for diabetes 
mellitus.  

 

Rationale:This statistic has been identified as one of the primary health issues in Boone County. 
A simple screening technique (blood glucose) is available at health fairs, conducted by the 
Columbia/Boone County Health Department in its rural outreach clinics and by other local 
agencies. A concerted public health marketing campaign can be used to increase the number of 
people who participate in screening.  
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Data Source:Department of Health and Senior Services Missouri Information for Community 
Assessment (MICA) http://www.dhss.mo.gov/MICA/index.html. This site uses regularly collected 
data specific to diabetes and provides comparison with state and other county data, if desired. 
The data are published for the previous year, and comparisons can be made with previous years. 
(Data downloaded November 2006) 
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Health and Mental Health 
Prevalence of Obesity, Smoking Rate and Uninsured Status  

  

Prevalence of Obesity 

Definition: The prevalence of obesity in adults.  

Rationale: Obesity is a growing problem in Boone County and is the precursor to a number of 
chronic diseases. It can be associated with poor nutrition and lack of physical activity. It has a 
potential to involve several areas of policy change: healthy foods in school vending machines, 
increasing fruits and vegetables in school menus, offering more physical activity in schools, 
providing more activity opportunities in the community, better bike/walking paths, etc.  

Smoking Rate 

Definition:The rate of adults who are regular smokers.  

Rationale:Smoking is directly related to a multitude of health conditions and usually begins in 
childhood. The problem is influenced by school and community policies. If a community can 
significantly decrease the smoking rates it will reduce a large number of other conditions including 
myocardial infarctions, lung cancer, asthma attacks, bladder cancer, etc, etc.  

Uninsured Status 

Definition: The percent of individuals with no health insurance coverage.  

Rationale: Lack of health insurance is a barrier in access to health services and is related to 
several health indicators. Most uninsured Missourians are in working families and are almost 
entirely under the age of 65. It is an indicator of racial and ethnic disparities in health status. 

Data Source: Department of Health and Senior Services Missouri Information for Community 
Assessment (MICA) http://www.dhss.mo.gov/CDPHPcountyprofiles/boone.pdf. This site uses 
data specific to obesity and provides comparison with state and regional data, if desired 
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Health and Mental Health 
Prevalence of Cardiovascular Disease  

Definition: The rate of hospitalization and ER visits attributable to cardiovascular disease.  

 

Rationale: Cardiovascular disease can be the culmination of several risk behaviors and familial 
history. It can be prevented or treated early through the use of screening (BP, etc), healthier 
nutrition, increased activity, smoking cessation – all of which can be influenced through significant 
public health awareness campaigns. 

 

Data Source: Department of Health and Senior Services Missouri Information for Community 
Assessment (MICA) http://www.dhss.mo.gov/MICA/index.html. This site uses regularly collected 
data specific to cardiovascular disease and provides comparison with state and other county 
data, if desired. The data are published for the previous year, and comparisons can be made with 
previous years. (Data downloaded November 2006)  
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Health and Mental Health 
Untreated/Uncontrolled Childhood Asthma  

Definition: The rate of hospitalizations and ER visits for asthma.  

 

Rationale: Asthma is a condition that usually begins as a pediatric condition but affects 
adolescent and adult populations. Boone County has a high rate of asthma. 

Data Source: Department of Health and Senior Services Missouri Information for Community 
Assessment (MICA) http://www.dhss.mo.gov/MICA/index.html. This site uses regularly collected 
data specific to asthma and provides comparison with state and other county data, if desired. The 
data are published for the previous year, and comparisons can be made with previous years. 
(Data downloaded November 2006)  
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Health and Mental Health 
Availability of Substance Abuse Treatment Compared with the Number of 
Persons with Serious Alcohol and Drug Abuse Problems  

 

Definition: The number of substance abuse treatment program admissions for Boone County as 
compared with the number of alcohol involved traffic accidents, DWI/DUI arrests, and drug 
arrests for Boone County.  

Rationale:This statistic meets most criteria and provides an easy to understand comparison 
between the capacity to treat substance abuse with measurable statistics and the impact of 
substance abuse on the community.  

Data Source:This information is available on an annual basis in the Department of Mental health 
– Annual Status Report on Missouri’s Alcohol and Drug Abuse Problems. 
http://www.dmh.missouri.gov/ada/rpts/status.htm. 
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Health and Mental Health 
Primary Substance of Choice for Persons Admitted for Substance Abuse 
Treatment Services in Boone County  

Definition: A comparison of the top 5 substances of choice for persons admitted for substance 
abuse treatment services in Boone County.  

 

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria and provides a way to compare what types of 
substance abuse most affect people within the community.  

Data Source:This information is available on an annual basis in the Department of Mental health 
– Annual Status Report on Missouri’s Alcohol and Drug Abuse Problems. 
http://www.dmh.missouri.gov/ada/rpts/status.htm. 
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Health and Mental Health 
Emergency Room Statistics for Boone County Due to Mental Disorders  

Definition: ER visits by age for mental illness and injury (which includes self-inflicted injury).  

Rationale: ER data are consistently reported. The specific category of mental health exists in 
MICA. Self-injury is an indicator of mental health status.  

 

Data Source: Department of Health and Senior Services Missouri Information for Community 
Assessment (MICA) http://www.dhss.mo.gov/MICA/index.html. This site uses regularly collected 
data specific to mental health emergency room visits and provides comparison with state and 
other county data, if desired. The data are published for the previous year, and comparisons can 
be made with previous years. (Data downloaded November 2006)  

Community Mental Health Indicators 

The Boone County Indicators Committee recognizes that the mental health status of community 
members has a broad impact across the community. The indicators included in this document are 
not fully representative of that impact because they are limited to those which are readily 
available and routinely collected.  

The most comprehensive study of this issue at the local level is the Boone County Mental Health 
Needs Assessment which was conducted by the Boone County Mental Health Board of Trustees 
and published in 2004. This report is not published on a regular basis.  
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Health and Mental Health 
Untreated Dental Disease  

Definition: The number of emergency department visits for dental pain at Boone Hospital Center 
and University of Missouri Health Care.  

Rationale: Boone County has a significant problem regarding access to oral health services for 
low-income persons or persons who lack dental insurance. Oral health disease is related to poor 
control of other chronic illnesses and premature births. Dentist participation rates and services 
covered by Medicaid are inadequate. 

Data Source: There is no standardized collection/reporting of this information. This problem is 
viewed by public health professionals as significant enough to warrant annual contacts with local 
emergency departments to obtain a report on the number of visits for dental pain. These visits are 
considered a last resort for management of the pain.  
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Special Populations 
HIV/AIDS Cases 

  

Definition: This is the cumulative number of persons living with HIV or have contracted AIDS 
living in Boone County.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria and demonstrates the cumulative number of 
HIV/AIDS cases in Boone County. This statistic can provide a trend that can be monitored 
regarding the prevalence and spread of this disease.  

Data Source:This information is available on an annual basis from the Missouri State 
Department of Health and Senior Services. http://www.dhss.mo.gov/HIV_STD_AIDS/Data.html . 
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School (by District) 
Attendance Rate  

Definition: The attendance rate of students 
attending public schools in Boone County including 
Southern Boone County, Hallsville, Sturgeon, 
Centralia, Harrisburg, and Columbia. The 
attendance rate is reported by December 1 of the 
following year. 

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria. These 
data indicate the attendance rates by school and 
school district. Often there is a lower attendance 
rate in schools where there are significant numbers 
of children who are at-risk of being unsuccessful at 
school. These data are also used on a daily basis by 
the Columbia/Boone County health department to 
monitor illness and the possibility of bio-terrorism in 
this community. 

Data Source: Every school district in the State of 
Missouri figures average daily attendance. Data by 
school district are found at 
http://www.dese.mo.gov/schooldata. 
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School (by District) 
Graduation Rate  

Definition: The percentage of students that graduate 
(earn the number of credits required by the local Board of 
Education) from high school, meeting Missouri Department 
of Elementary and Secondary requirements. Boone 
County School Districts include Southern Boone County, 
Hallsville, Sturgeon, Centralia, Harrisburg, and Columbia 
Public Schools. Graduation Rate is determined by the 
following formula: Graduates/(9-12 Cohort Dropouts + 
Graduates) x 100. These data are reported by December 1 
of the following year.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria. These data 
are used to judge the effectiveness of school districts 
across the United States. 

Data Source: Data are by school, district, and for the state 
of Missouri and may be found on each district’s state 
report at http://www.dese.mo.gov/schooldata.  
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School (by District) 
Free and reduced lunch rate  

Definition: The percent of students attending public 
schools in Boone County who receive free and 
reduced lunch.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria. These 
data are used locally, statewide and nationally, when 
considering the socio-economic level of families in a 
particular area of the community. The data are helpful 
in determining the need for additional resources for 
school and community programs. Students from lower 
socio-economic levels are at higher risk of being 
unsuccessful in school.  

Data Source: Data are by school, school district, and 
for the state of Missouri and may be found on each 
district’s state Report Card at 
http://www.dese.mo.gov/schooldata.  
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Children and Families 
Parents as Teachers Participation  

Definition: The number and percentage of the target group of children age 0-3 years who are 
enrolled in the Columbia Public School District’s Parents as Teachers Program. The local district 
percentage can be compared with other districts in Boone County, statewide and nationally.  

Rationale: Parents as Teachers participation is a predictor of school readiness and later school 
success. This indicator meets all criteria. 

Data Source: Missouri Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education 
http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/fedprog/earlychild/ECDA/PAT_INDEX.htm 

 

 

 

Parents as 
Teachers 
Participation of 
Children of Low 
Income 

Definition: The 
percentage of the target 
group of children age 0-3 
years who are enrolled in the Columbia Public School District’s Parents as Teachers Program 
and who also qualify for free or reduced lunch.  

Rationale: Parents as Teachers participation is a predictor of school readiness and later school 
success.  

Data Source: Columbia Public Schools 
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School (by District) 
Percent of Third Graders Proficient in 
Communicatio
n Arts 

Definition: The 
percent of students 
in public schools in 
Boone County who perform at the “proficient level” in 
communication arts. These data will be based on 
Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) data in grades 
3rd and 4th. The data are reported by December 1, the 
following year that the assessment was administered.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria and 
demonstrates the level of achievement of students in 
school districts. These data can be found for every 
school, school district, and the state of Missouri. Data 
like these can be found nationwide but are not 
necessarily comparable because the definition of 
“proficiency” and the manner in which proficiency is 
determined is different in every state.  

Data Source: Data are by school, school district, and 
for the state of Missouri by referring to each district’s Report Card and Annual Performance 
Report at http://www.dese.mo.gov/schooldata.  

 
*In 2006 the state implemented a new MAP and revised definition of proficient. 
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School (by District) 
Percent of Fourth Graders Proficient in Math 

Definition: The percent of students in public schools 
in Boone County who perform at the “proficient level” 
in math. These data will be based on Missouri 
Assessment Program (MAP) data in grades 3rd and 
4th. The data are reported by December 1, the 
following year that the assessment was 
administered.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria and 
demonstrates the level of achievement of students in 
school districts. These data can be found for every 
school, school district, and the state of Missouri. 
Data like these can be found nationwide but are not 
necessarily comparable because the definition of 
“proficiency” and the manner in which proficiency is 
determined is different in every state.  

Data Source: Data are by school, school district, 
and for the state of Missouri by referring to each 
district’s Report Card and Annual Performance 
Report at http://www.dese.mo.gov/schooldata.  

 
*In 2006 the state implemented a new MAP and revised definition of proficient.  
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Special Populations 
Special Education in Boone County  

Definition: The number of children with disabilities, as defined by the federal government through 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. This is an unduplicated count of all children ages 
three to twenty-one years who have a disability and are provided an education through the public 
schools. These data are collected on December 1 of every year in every public school district in 
the United States and is called the "Child Count".  

Rationale: These data indicate an unduplicated count of the number of children with disabilities, 
by school district, and can be identified for every public school district. The students with 
disabilities are categorized by the following disabilities: mental retardation, hearing impairments 
(including deafness), speech or language impairments, visual impairments (including blindness), 
serious emotional disturbance (referred to in this title as `emotional disturbance©), orthopedic 
impairments, autism, traumatic brain injury, other health impairments, or specific learning 
disabilities. The data can be used to determine the need for mental health, medical, educational, 
family support, accessibility, and family support services in each community. This statistic meets 
most criteria.  

Data Source: Child Count data for Missouri schools can be accessed through the Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Coredata. 
http://www.dese.mo.gov/schooldata/.  
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Work 
Median household income  

Definition: Income as classified by the U.S. Census Bureau. The median number reflects 50 
percent of the households have more income and 50 percent have less income.  

 

Rationale: This statistic provides annual household income to compare with other geographic 
regions and federal poverty guidelines.  

Data Source: Missouri Economic Research and Information Center (MERIC)  
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Work 
Households earning self-sufficiency wage  

Definition: According to the latest Missouri Family Wage Calculator, the wage needed for 
families to make ends meet in Boone County, without any public or private supports, ranges 
between $6.55 per hour to $31.04 per hour, depending on the presence and ages of children, the 
number of working adults, and whether or not employer-provided insurance is available.  

Rationale: This is an indicator of economic well-being of households, as well as a predictor of 
households which may need supportive community resources. 

Data Source: Missouri Economic Research and Information Center (MERIC)  

 

View the self-sufficiency calculator at MERIC 
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Work 
Unemployment rate  

Definition: The percentage of working-age adults (16 years and older) who are actively seeking 
employment.  

Rationale: This statistic provides an indicator of number of individuals who may need assistance.  

 

Data Source: Missouri Economic Research and Information Center (MERIC)  
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Work 
Total Jobs for County  

Definition: This statistic represents the net decrease or increase of Full-time/Part-time equivalent 
jobs within the county.  

Rationale: This is an indicator of economic condition and impact of layoffs / business relocations. 
Decrease may indicate need for additional demand on services.  

Data Source: Missouri Economic Research and Information Center (MERIC)  
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Work 
Average weekly wage of newly employed  

Definition: Total number of accessions that were not employed by that employer during the 
previous 4 quarters. (MERIC)  

 

Rationale: This is an indicator of economic well-being of new or recently displaced workers.  

 

Data Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics  
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Special Populations 
Number of elderly Medicaid recipients  

 

Definition: The total number of Boone County Medicaid recipients age 65 and older during the 
month of December.  

Rationale: This statistic meets all criteria and demonstrates the number of elderly (age 65 and 
older) who are low-income and need state assistance.  

Data Source: Department of Health and Senior Services Missouri Information for Community 
Assessment (MICA) http://www.dhss.mo.gov/MedicaidMICA/indexcounty.html 
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Special Populations 
Probation and Parole in Boone County  

Definition: A comparison of year end totals for the number of persons living in Boone County 
who were assigned to the local probation and parole office, by the Court and / or Parole Board, 
for supervision in the community.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria and provides a way to measure the extent of this 
population which has a high utilization rate for social services.  

Data Source: Boone County Probation and Parole office. Additional information on offender 
populations under Probation and Parole supervision or confined within the Division of Adult 
Institutions is available through the State of Missouri website. http://www.doc.missouri.gov.  
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Special Populations 
Young Children (Birth to Age 3) with Special Needs  

Definition: The number of young children (birth to age 3) with special needs living in Boone 
County and participating in the First Steps program based on the Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education December 1 Part C Child Count.  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria and demonstrates the number of young children 
(birth to age 3) with special needs who have delayed development or diagnosed conditions that 
are associated with development disabilities.  

Data Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  

 

Service Definition  

First Steps offers coordinated services and assistance to young children with special needs and 
their families. First Steps is designed for children, birth to age 3, who have delayed development 
or diagnosed conditions that are associated with developmental disabilities.  
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Special Populations 
Living Situations of Persons with Developmental Disabilities  

Definition: The type of living situations of clients receiving services from Boone County Family 
Resources (formerly Boone County Group Homes and Family Support) during the last fiscal year. 
(July - June)  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria and demonstrates the types of living situations of 
persons with disabilities living in Boone County.  

Because Boone County Family Resources does not currently have a client waiting list, this 
information may be used as a proxy measure related to the types of living situations of persons 
with developmental and physical disabilities living in Boone County.  

Data Source: No on-line information. Statistics are provided directly from Boone County Family 
Resources. Data available in Boone County Family Resources Annual Report at www.bcfr.org.  
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Special Populations 
Persons with Two or  More Functional L imitations served by Boone County Family 
Resources  
Definition: The number of persons with a developmental disability and two or more functional 
limitations served by Boone County Family Resources (formerly Boone County Group Homes 
and Family Support) during the last fiscal year. (July - June)  

Rationale: This statistic meets most criteria and demonstrates the number of persons with a 
developmental disability and two or more functional limitations who need services and resources 
in order to live as independently as possible.  

Because Boone County Family Resources does not currently have a client waiting list, this 
information may be used as a proxy measure related to the number of persons with 
developmental and physical disabilities living in Boone County utilizing individually planned 
services and supports.  

Data Source: No on-line information. Statistics are provided directly from Boone County Family 
Resources. Data available in Boone County Family Resources Annual Report at www.bcfr.org.  

 

Service Definitions 

Supported Living Program: Supports are individually tailored to meet the needs of Boone 
County Family Resources© clients at risk for institutional placement. Supervised apartments house 
clients who require on-site staff and up to 24-hour protective oversight. Persons who need 
protection and supervision get help establishing homes and finding work. With support, people 
gain confidence by meeting goals for personal growth and more independence.  

Family and Community Living Support Program: Service coordination to help clients develop 
and implement individual service plans that meet their developmental disability related needs. 
This program strengthens and supports clients© families in finding needed services and works with 
community agencies to integrate services.  

1 Boone County Family Resources Clients have at least two functional limitations. 
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Special Populations 
Special Education in Boone County  

Definition: The number of children with disabilities, as defined by the federal government through 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. This is an unduplicated count of all children ages 
three to twenty-one years who have a disability and are provided an education through the public 
schools. These data are collected on December 1 of every year in every public school district in 
the United States and is called the "Child Count".  

Rationale: These data indicate an unduplicated count of the number of children with disabilities, 
by school district, and can be identified for every public school district. The students with 
disabilities are categorized by the following disabilities: mental retardation, hearing impairments 
(including deafness), speech or language impairments, visual impairments (including blindness), 
serious emotional disturbance (referred to in this title as `emotional disturbance©), orthopedic 
impairments, autism, traumatic brain injury, other health impairments, or specific learning 
disabilities. The data can be used to determine the need for mental health, medical, educational, 
family support, accessibility, and family support services in each community. This statistic meets 
most criteria.  

Data Source: Child Count data for Missouri schools can be accessed through the Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Coredata. 
http://www.dese.mo.gov/schooldata/.  
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Additional Resources 

Boone County Indicators Data Links Page - A list of 
community data links provided by members of the Boone 
County Indicators Committee and other health, human service 
and education providers. The purpose of this site is to provide 
a method for sharing more in-depth health, human service and 
education data as a supplement to the annual Boone 
Indicators Report.  

Department of Health and Senior Services, Missouri 
Information for Community Assessment (MICA) - MICA is a 
data source maintained by the Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services. Users can create customized reports for 
a wide variety of health conditions. 

University of Missouri Extension, Office of Social and 
Economic Data Analysis - OSEDA provides demographic and 
economic data from the U.S. Census Bureau and other 
sources. Through the Census Data Center program, more 
than 2,000 public data files are maintained. 

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
- This is Missouri©s official k-12 education website and is the 
link to key educational indicators and test results by school 
districts. 

Missouri Department of Economic Development, Missouri 
Economic Research and Information Center (MERIC) - MERIC 
is an entity of the Missouri Department of Economic 
Development. This site provides comprehensive analysis of 
key economic indicators for Missouri counties by economic 
regions. 

The United Way State of Caring Index provides a barometer of 
our nation©s quality of life. The index incorporates 36 long term 
indicators including financial security, health, education, 
safety, charitable giving and civic engagement. It tracks 
national trends as well as trends for the 50 states, measuring our collective well being. It can be 
used by researchers, policy makers, media, grant writers and business leaders who are serious 
about addressing our nation©s challenges. 

 

 
Columbia/Boone County 
Community Health Assessment 

American Community Survey 
Profiles 2006 
 -  Boone County 
   - Demographic 
   - Social 
   - Economic 
   - Housing 
   - Narrative 
 -  City of Columbia 
   - Demographic 
   - Social 
   - Economic 
   - Housing 
   - Narrative 

Boone County Kids Count 
Profile, 2006 

Boone County Mental Health 
Needs Assessment 

Census Trend Reports 
 -  Missouri 
 -  Boone County 
 -  Ashland 
 -  Centralia 
 -  Columbia 
 -  Hallsville 
 -  Harrisburg 
 -  Hartsburg 
 -  Rocheport 
 -  Sturgeon  

 


